According to the World Health OrganizaAccording to the World Health Organization's tion's World Health Report 2001 World Health Report 2001 (World (World Health Organization, 2002 , schizophrenia Health Organization, 2002), schizophrenia and other forms of psychoses that affect and other forms of psychoses that affect young people represent a major public young people represent a major public health problem. Worldwide, they rank as health problem. Worldwide, they rank as the third most disabling condition (followthe third most disabling condition (following quadriplegia and dementia and higher ing quadriplegia and dementia and higher than blindness and paraplegia) and pose than blindness and paraplegia) and pose an enormous burden, both in terms of an enormous burden, both in terms of economic cost and of human suffering. economic cost and of human suffering.
Yet, despite the availability of intervenYet, despite the availability of interventions that can reduce relapses by more than tions that can reduce relapses by more than 50%, not all affected individuals have 50%, not all affected individuals have access to them, and when they do, it is not access to them, and when they do, it is not always in a timely and sustained way. always in a timely and sustained way. Among Among the goals of care to these people, the goals of care to these people, the identification of the illness and its the identification of the illness and its treatment, as early as possible, represents a treatment, as early as possible, represents a high priority. high priority.
Comprehensive programmes for the Comprehensive programmes for the detection and treatment of early psychosis detection and treatment of early psychosis and and in supporting the needs of young in supporting the needs of young people with early psychosis carry the imporpeople with early psychosis carry the important function of promoting recovery, indetant function of promoting recovery, independence, equity and self-sufficiency and pendence, equity and self-sufficiency and of facilitating the uptake of social, educaof facilitating the uptake of social, educational and employment opportunities. These tional and employment opportunities. These programmes can be provided by individuals programmes can be provided by individuals and teams with specialised skills, with a full and teams with specialised skills, with a full range of primary healthcare services for range of primary healthcare services for every young person with early psychosis. every young person with early psychosis.
Prompt and effective interventions for Prompt and effective interventions for young people with early psychosis, for their young people with early psychosis, for their families, close friends and other carers families, close friends and other carers s11 6 s11 6
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TECHNICAL INTERVENTIONS TECHNICAL INTERVENTIONS
Attaining these 5-year outcomes will Attaining these 5-year outcomes will require underpinning by modern technical require underpinning by modern technical interventions and actions: interventions and actions:
(a) A series of interventions has demon-(a) A series of interventions has demonstrated efficacy in the management of strated efficacy in the management of early psychoses, among which there early psychoses, among which there are pharmacological and psychosocial are pharmacological and psychosocial approaches, the latter addressed to approaches, the latter addressed to both patients and family members both patients and family members ( (International Early Psychosis AssociaInternational Early Psychosis Association -IEPA -consensus statement, tion -IEPA -consensus statement, 2002). 2002).
(b) Some of these interventions are speci-(b) Some of these interventions are specified, by level of resources in a given fied, by level of resources in a given area, in Table 2 , according to the area, in 
